
Dear OCDSB Students,

As the school year continues, here are a few more details about upcoming events, deadlines,
and important information for students and families.

National Day for Truth and Reconciliation and Orange Shirt Day
On September 30, OCDSB students and staff will honour survivors, their families, and
communities, by commemorating the history and legacy of residential schools.
Plans for commemorating the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation and Orange Shirt Day
are detailed on our National Truth and Reconciliation Day webpage. Please take a look at this
page to learn more about:

● How the OCDSB is marking this day
● Actions you can take
● Support for Indigenous students and families

This is not a statutory holiday in Ontario and schools will be open, Indigenous families may
decide to keep their children home on that day to engage in activities with family and
community.

Sports and In-Person Extracurricular Activities
The OCDSB has worked closely with other local school boards and Ottawa Public Health (OPH)
regarding the safe resumption of secondary interscholastic sports. The plan to resume sports is
in alignment with the Ministry of Education direction. Ottawa Public Health has committed to
closely monitoring the situation to determine if sports are posing any increased risk of
transmission. We hope that lessons learned from team meetings and practices will help us
reintroduce other extracurricular activities in the coming weeks (depending on the activity).

Similar to previous years, school staff will determine what sports and teams run in their schools
based on staff volunteer availability, student interest and other local considerations. Students
will be provided with more information directly from their school.

Concussion Awareness - Rowan’s Law Day is September 29, 2021
The last Wednesday of every September is designated as Rowan’s Law Day to honour Rowan
Stringer’s memory and raise awareness about concussion safety. We have created and
compiled comprehensive resources, including this Rowan’s Law Day poster, to help you know
more about concussion and how to prevent it. Visit: ocdsb.ca/ConcussionManagement

Save the Date! Virtual Conference - Launch 2021 – October 21st and 22nd
Are you in Grade 11 or 12? Thinking about post-secondary pathways? The OCDSB and the
Ottawa Catholic School Board are co-hosting the second annual post-secondary pathways
virtual conference - Launch 2021. On October 21st and 22nd, registered students will have the
opportunity to attend workshops and connect with various post-secondary institutions,
organizations, and employers including all pathways. Stay tuned for more information.

https://ocdsb.ca/our_schools/indigenous_education/national_truth
https://www.ontario.ca/page/rowans-law-day
https://p13cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_55394/File/Our%20Schools/Concussion%20Management/Concussion%20Awareness%20Poster.pdf
https://ocdsb.ca/our_schools/concussion_management


Student Voices on Mental Health Survey - #HearNowON for 2021
School Mental Health Ontario and Wisdom2Action are currently looking for secondary students
to participate in a survey about mental health at school. Visit Wisdom2Action’s website to take
the survey or learn more.

COVID-19 Updates and Public Health Information

Protocol When a Student Tests Positive for COVID-19
We have received questions from families regarding what information they can expect to receive
when a student or staff member at their school tests positive for COVID-19. You can read the
protocol for what happens when a student or staff member receives a positive test result on
Ottawa Public Health’s website.

Parents and guardians will be informed via a letter from their school that a positive case has
been identified at their school. High-risk contacts will also receive a separate letter to let them
know about the exposure, and to provide them with more details about testing and isolation.

Where there are two or more cases which are connected through the school, OPH may declare
an outbreak and decide whether there is a class, cohort or school closure.

Please note, the OCDSB’s COVID-19 dashboard is an additional reporting tool that records
overall active and resolved cases along with classes, cohorts or schools closed due to an
outbreak, based on guidance received from Ottawa Public Health and the Ministry of Health.
This dashboard is updated regularly, after the school community has been informed by Ottawa
Public Health of a positive case. The dashboard is intended to provide an overview of the
situation, and is not an emergency alert to school communities.

In case you missed it…

Virtual International Language Classes for Secondary Students: Virtual International
Language Classes are open to students in grades 9-12. Visit our website for more information,
including a list of the languages offered and details on how to register. Classes begin
September 25, but depending on the availability of spots, students can register up until October
16.

Thank you,

Camille Williams-Taylor

Director of Education

https://www.wisdom2action.org/hearnowon/
https://www.wisdom2action.org/hearnowon/
https://www.ottawapublichealth.ca/en/public-health-topics/covid-19-and-schools.aspx#process
https://ocdsb.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=33161200
https://www.ocdsb.ca/cms/one.aspx?portalId=55478&pageId=214027

